Facilitation Workshop "Energy Access to the Rural Poor" – Ouagadougou/25-29 octobre 2004

Presentation by Michel Labrousse (Ministry of Foreign Affairs-France)

Contribution of France to the EU Energy Initiative

(((
France has been involved in the implementation of the EUEI since the beginning. Important items which are the base of the French contribution to the EUEI are summarized below. 

1. The purpose of EUEI is to facilitate the delivery of high quality energy services, services which are essential to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (DMG). Therefore, documents as PRSP (Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper), which have been carried out and approved at national and regional levels can be considered as the "road map" to be carefully analysed with all the actors then to define relevant energy programs, as far as poverty reduction is concerned. 

2. The whole population, including the poorest, must have an access to high quality energy services at a very short time. This objective addresses "collective energy services" as social services (health, education, water, etc. as well as small enterprises which generate income). The whole country can be covered in a few years, in any event before the year 2015 which is the objective for the accomplishment of MDG. What is at stake is not the realization of "pilot projects" but the achievement of big energy programs with a national coverage, both in urban and rural areas.

3. A local "client" (authority in charge of a village, a city, a province) can identify the needs for energy service needs, both at collective and individual levels. It can conduct and manage the "energetization" of the zone, whether rural or urban. As practically all the countries are conducting a decentralization process, this is a good opportunity to plan and to manage energy services, being the whole local actors involved in such a process. 

4. Fostering the dialogue between actors allows to identify energy needs and to organize them into a hierarchy. Inter-sectorial dialogue must be stimulated, with a view to reach the actual contribution and the commitment of all the actors. Being these actors potentials partners in energy programs dealing with reduction of poverty. Specific financial instruments have been set up to facilitate upstream studies and to organize the dialogue of actors, first of all is the PDF (Partnership Dialogue Facility) which was created by six Member States (MS) of the EU in the framework of the EUEI. On the other hand the EC-DG TREN COOPENER program allows to undertake preliminary studies essential for carrying out relevant EUEI energy programs. The MEPRED project is one of these, it has been set up by four EU MS and four African partner countries (Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Senegal) and ECOWAS to facilitate the inter-sectorial dialogue in each of the partner countries. MEPRED is expected to start early 2005.

5. Politicians and decision makers must be informed on the EUEI. As they promote development and poverty eradication they must know about objectives, challenges and means of the EUEI. A workshop organized by IEPF (Institut de l'Energie et de l'Environnement de la Francophonie) on May 2004 published a "Appel de Ouagadougou" ("Call from Ouagadougou") which will be submitted to the Heads of State to invite them to support access to energy services which are essential for the achievement of development priorities as defined in PRSP. 

France shares with other MS congratulations and thanks to the EC and the Kingdom of Denmark for organizing events in Ouagadougou (October 2004) and in Maputo (February 2005). Both workshops highly contribute to the on-field implementation of the EUEI. 

