Short summary of the presentation by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs The Netherlands

(Sabine Häusler)

The Netherlands congratulated the Danish colleagues for the initiative to organise this workshop and expressed the hope that the various activities of the EU member states and the EUEI in the region would be well co-ordinated and eventually contribute significantly to furthering the poverty and energy agenda in the region and thus contribute to the achievement of the Millenium Development Goals.

1. Contribution of The Netherlands to the EU Energy Initiative: the PDF

The Netherlands have been actively supporting the EUEI and have chaired the Financial Working Group to the EUEI that has been composed of interested Member States. The major outcome of this group has been the recent set up of a Partnership and Dialogue Facility (PDF) that will be financed by Germany, The Netherlands, France, the UK, Austria, and Sweden. A statement of intent to fund the facility has been signed by high level officials from these 6 countries during the Bonn Renewables Conference held in Germany earlier this year. For institutional reasons the facility is currently situated outside the EC and managed by GTZ on behalf of the member states. It will be functioning for a limited number of years (3-5) and then be integrated into the EUEI and get involved in national level upstream policy preparation work and the organisation of stakeholder dialogues in countries who apply for such assistance. The ultimate objective of the Facility is to smoothen the way for larger investments in the energy sector in the developing countries that will be assisted. A major outcome will be the inclusion of the energy agenda into CSPs and PRSPs. 

2. The UEMOA Biomass Energy Programme (BEP)

The Netherlands are supporting a regional Biomass Energy Programme in West Africa that is to be launched in December of 2004. This programme is a follow up of the RPTES Programme of the WB that the Netherlands have been supported for almost a decade. RPTES laid the groundwork for furthering the rational use of biomass in Africa, and it is hoped that the BEP can build on this groundwork. The BEP is implemented by the UEMOA and therefore represents an attempt to « Africanize » the achievements of RPTES and to put the issue of biomass energy onto a solid institutional footing in the region.  

3. The Energy for Development Conference to be held 13-16 December 2004 in The Netherlands

The Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Dutch government, together with the World Business Council is organizing a high level conference entitled « Energy for Development » in December. Several ministers of African countries and a number of high level officials from the UN system and the WB are invited to attend this event. A major issue during the conference will be to identify suitable mechanisms to leverage public finance for energy investments in developing countries. The results of the Conference will also be fed into the next CSD meeting.   
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