Panel discussion on UEMOA and Western Africa

Present : Djibril Salifou, energy secretariat, WAEMU ; Aboubakari Baba-Moussa, Director infrastructure and Energy, AU; Smail Khennas, PREDAS, CILSS; Hermann Grell, CILSS, GTZ; Rolf-Peter Owsianowski, GTZ – PERACOD Sénégal; Michel Labrousse, French Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Sabine Hausler, Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs; Eric De Muynck, Regional multifunctional platform programme, UNDP.  
Although only one of the two regional organisations (WAEMU and ECOWAS) was present, limiting the regional impact of recommendations, discussions were very open and productive. The methodology developed by the organisers was closely followed to produce the following results. Focus was on identifying issues which could be addressed on a regional scale in a complimentary way to what is being done at the national level.
Problems: (1) Security of supply was found to be a crucial problem, be it in terms of (1a) dependence on fossil fuel imports or (1b) security of biomass/wood fuels. The second issue/problem identified was (2) Access to energy services for collective and individual applications. –collective applications covering public service needs and individual ones including household as well as productive uses—
Causes of the problems: The causes of these problems were then identified in parallel with existing efforts undertaken to address these problems. Although the list of projects, covering undertakings in WAEMU and ECOWAS, was very useful it would be too long to reproduce. The main barriers linked to these causes were: institutional, techno-economic, socio-cultural, industrial and financial.
Solutions: Based on previous working sessions, potential solutions to existing barriers were developed. Key players were identified, when possible, to build project elements. Projects were defined to address each of the barriers previously cited:
· Institutional: regional facilitation to generalise and ease consultations between actors ; 
· Techno-economic: integration of existing information on energy technology options and costs (players: CRETAS, SITE, MFP) and future information available from the ECOWAS rural energy initiative; development of energy balances for all WAEMU countries (player/project: SIE), extension to ECOWAS countries;

· Socio-cultural: synthesise studies on needs (stakeholder/population needs, projections, successful models –such as participatory forestry management--);

· Industrial: Organisation of productive markets, manufacturing of equipment and services;

· Financing: regional financial mechanism to answer diversity of needs (micro-credit schemes, centralised instruments for increased efficiency, guaranties)   (existing instruments/players: BRS/FAIR).
Projects could not be further developed due to timing constraints and availability of actors.
